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We claim: 

1. An imaging stylet comprising: 

a malleable stylet having a longitudinal axis and a proximal end and a distal end; 

a flexible image guide having a longitudinal axis and a proximal end and a distal end, said 
image guide being connected to said stylet such that a portion of said image guide runs parallel 
to a portion of said stylet along the longitudinal axis of said stylet and such that the distal end of 
said image guide is co-extensive with the distal end of said stylet; 

means for viewing an image, said viewing means being connected to the proximal end of 
said image guide; 

at least one flexible illumination fiber having a proximal end and a distal end, said 
illumination fiber being connected to said stylet such that a portion of said illumination fiber runs 
parallel to a portion of said stylet along the longitudinal axis of said stylet and such that the distal 
end of said illumination fiber is co-extensive with the distal end of said stylet; and 

a removable sheath having a longitudinal axis and at least one open end, said sheath 
disposed around the distal ends of said stylet, said image guide, and said illumination fiber such 
that the longitudinal axis of said sheath substantially coincides with or is parallel with the 
longitudinal axis of said stylet. 
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